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Introduction
The Edexcel GCSE Religious Studies specification continues to be a very popular course as 
teachers and schools recognise the benefits of an examinable course that both interests and 
educates young people. The variety of choice within the new specification allows the course 
to be taught that most suits candidates.

Unit 3 covers Roman Catholic Christianity, and this unit continues to be popular, addressing 
many moral and spiritual issues affecting young people today. The introduction of 
linearisation for all GCSE Specifications has meant that only Year 11 candidates will have sat 
the exam this year. Inevitably this has resulted in a sizeable fall in numbers sitting Unit 3 
this year, but numbers are expected to return to their previous levels next year.

This year has also seen the addition of 4 marks being awarded for Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar (SPG). This has been assessed in candidate responses in Section 1 (questions 1 
and 2).



4 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS03 01

Question 1 (a) (b) (c) (d)
For the first time this year marks were awarded for SPG on question 1. These marks are 
in addition to the marks awarded for the Religious Studies content of the candidate's 
responses.

Part (a) most candidates were able to give a correct definition of what is meant by 'miracle'.

Part (b) focused on unanswered prayers and whether they proved God does not exist. 
Whilst many candidates were able to give two reasons to support their opinion, a significant 
number found it difficult to develop their reasons. Many gave reasons for and against, 
and this is acceptable provided they make it clear that they are unsure about what they 
think and then explain their reasons why. As usual, the best answers gave well-developed 
reasons, often using specific examples for development. 

Part (c) was well answered by many candidates, who recognised that the question was 
about the causation argument and were able to give a clear outline of how it may lead 
to belief in God. However, a minority confused the causation argument with the design 
argument, thus gaining no marks. 

Part (d) asked candidates to evaluate a statement about natural evil proving that God 
does not exist. Some candidates confused natural and moral evil, but most were able 
to give reasons to support both sides of the issue, referring to God's omnipotence, 
omnibenevolence and omniscience in arguing against the statement.
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This is an example of a clear, well-written answer.
(a) the candidate has gained full marks by giving the glossary definition of 'miracle'. 
     2 marks
(b) the candidate has given two developed reasons:
• Some prayers may be selfish…(developed by) the example of the test
• God gives you what you need…(developed by) it might not be part of God’s plan for you.
     4 marks
(c) the candidate has reached Level 4 by giving 3 correct ways, with one of them developed:
• Every effect has a cause … (developed by) so the world must have a creator
• God is the only logical explanation
• Only God is powerful enough
     8 marks
d(i) the candidate has given 3 correct simple reasons:
• God is not entirely responsible for events
• It may be a test
• God does not wish evil on anyone
     3 marks
d(ii) the candidate has given 2 correct simple reasons:
• An omnibenevolent God would not let people suffer
• An omniscient God would know when these events are going to happen and would stop them 

from occurring
     2 marks
NOTE: the first part of the response does not answer the question set therefore is not awarded 
any mark.
SPG High performance – 4 marks. This candidate’s response shows they effectively understand 
the question and make just a few odd errors. The spelling, punctuation and grammar are almost 
perfect. They fulfil all of the criteria for High Performance – spelling, punctuation and grammar 
consistently accurate; effective control of meaning within the context of the question; a wide 
range of specialist terms used adeptly and with precision.
Total 23 marks

Examiner Comments

The easiest way to get full marks for the (a) questions is to learn the glossary 
definitions.
In (b) questions, starting your second reason on a separate line makes it easier to 
identify where your second reason begins.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (a) (b) (c) (d)
For the first time this year marks were awarded for SPG on question 2. These marks are 
in addition to the marks awarded for the Religious Studies content of the Candidate's 
responses.

Part (a) was answered with varying degrees of success. To be fully correct candidates 
needed to mention both that moral evil is caused by humans and that it causes 
suffering. Many responses only mentioned one aspect, not both, and therefore were only 
partially correct.

Part (b) was well answered by most candidates, who successfully gave reasons for thinking 
that miracles have happened. Some simply referred to an unusual event, whilst there are 
still those who give the birth of a child as a miracle, which it is not, being a natural event.

Many candidates coped well with Part (c), giving balanced, well argued responses. However, 
a number of candidates were unable to speak in detail about the  scientific explanations 
of how the world began, while others simply talked about the existence of God and did 
not relate their answer to how the world began.

The responses to Part (d) varied from those who answered the question as set and gave 
well thought out reasons for and against the statement, to those that simply referred to an 
example of a film or television programme they had seen (too often the ubiquitous 'Bruce 
Almighty') whilst not getting to grips fully with the question.
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Part (a)  This is a partially correct answer as there is no mention of causing harm/
suffering.
     1 mark
Part (b)  The candidate has given two developed reasons:
• The Bible has the story of Jesus curing the blind person…(developed by) the bible is 

based on true stories
• Pope John Paul II helped a blind girl…(developed by) proves it was a miracle because 

only God could have done this.
      4 marks
Part (c) The candidate has given one correct reason, developed it and has therefore 
reached Level 2:
• Science has better explanations …(developed by) Big Bang theory.
NOTE: The second paragraph is not about how the world began and so cannot be credited.
     2 marks
Part (d)(i) The candidate has given two reasons with the first developed:
• Programmes based on Catholic churches and God…(developed by) listening to the radio 

might make people think God exists
• TV programmes showing a lot of people who believe might lead someone to believe in 

God.
     2 marks
Part (d)(ii) The candidate has given two correct reasons with the first developed:
• A TV programme might make fun of religion…(developed by) the example given from 

Father Ted
• A radio programme might say bad things about a religion which could lead people to 

not believe in God
     3 marks
NOTE: In this example the development comes before the reason. Markers are aware of 
this possibility and will credit development in these cases.
SPG 2 marks
Intermediate performance - 2 marks
This candidate is above threshold but spelling is poor. There are many mistakes, including 
some in the specialist vocabulary. Grammar is poor in places (eg sentences are written 
when they should not be a sentence).

Examiner Comments

By starting your answer with ‘I think/I agree’ or ‘I do 
not think/I disagree’ in Part (d)(i) is the best way to 
show that you are giving your opinion. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
Part (a) was answered correctly by the majority of candidates.

This candidate has given a correct definition - 'inside a woman's womb' clearly 
indicates that it is before the foetus can survive.  2 marks

Examiner Comments

The easiest way to get full marks for the (a) questions is to learn the glossary 
definitions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (b) (c) (d)
Part (b) asked the question of whether life after death is impossible, and valid reasons were 
given for both agreeing and disagreeing. Those who agreed frequently used the Bible to 
support their point of view, with a large number also giving the paranormal as one of their 
reasons. 

Part (c) was well answered by the majority of the candidates, who were able to give reasons 
why euthanasia is a controversial issue. There are still some candidates who are confusing 
euthanasia and abortion, some referring to both within the same response. Candidates must 
be clear which they are referring to and take extra care over issues such as these where the 
arguments on both sides of the issue are similar.

In Part (d) better candidates were able to present both sides of the argument effectively, 
giving freedom of speech as the main reason in support of the media. However, many 
candidates interpreted 'criticise' in purely negative terms, and struggled to give reasons 
to support the media being allowed to criticise what religions say about matters of life and 
death.
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In Part (b) there are two correct reasons, but neither have been developed:
• Jesus rose from the dead
• Evidence of ghosts and poltergeists
     2 marks
In Part (c) the candidate has given three correct reasons and therefore reaches Level 3:
• There could be a cure
• The person may have wanted to live
• Life is sacred therefore Catholics could not accept euthanasia
The final paragraph simply says that some want to live, others to die, and that God 
could find a cure, and therefore does not address the question. 6 marks
Part (d)(i) contains two correct reasons:
• it is a sensitive topic (therefore the media should not criticise what religions say)
• they do not know a person’s situation
     1 mark
Part (d)(ii) also contains two correct reasons:
• the media have ‘free will’
• freedom of speech
NOTE: although these are very similar reasons, the first is a moral issue, the second is 
legal, and therefore both can be credited. 1 mark
Total marks 10

Examiner Comments

Read questions carefully to make sure your answer 
is about the issue the question asks about.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a)
Part (a) asked what is meant by paranormal, and to be fully correct, responses had to 
mention both elements of being 'unexplained things' and 'having spiritual causes'. Many 
candidates did not include both and therefore gave only partially correct responses. Others 
simply gave an example, eg hosts and again were only partially correct.

Question 4 (b) (c) (d)
Part (b) caused problems for those candidates who saw this as a general question about 
life after death, and therefore did not link it with how this should affect the way Roman 
Catholics live their lives. A minority of candidates were able to give reasons why it should 
not affect their lives and it is pleasing to see that these candidates are able to think beyond 
the obvious.

Part (c) was well answered by most candidates, although it is disappointing to note that 
many gave largely secular reasons, without a great deal of reference to Christian teachings 
or beliefs.

In Part (d) it was clear that most candidates had the arguments for and against euthanasia, 
although some did not refer to Catholic Christianity and therefore needlessly lost valuable 
marks.

This response gives the example of ghosts and so is only partially correct.  1 mark

Examiner Comments

Remember, in an (a) question an example will only gain full marks if it is asked for by 
the question.

Examiner Tip
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This a good example of a full marks answer in which the candidate has written more 
than was needed.
In Part (b) there are two correct developed reasons therefore 4 marks:
• They would want to live a religious life …(developed by) to have a good 

judgment by God.
• Roman Catholics would want to live their life as God would want them to…

(developed by) as they are scared to go to hell 
NOTE: because you have to be good to go to heaven would be an alternative 
development, but only 2 marks can be given for each developed reason
In Part (c) the candidate gives two correct reasons, both developed, and therefore 
reaches Level 4:
• The Church of England says it is the most loving thing to do…(developed by) 

example of a woman who has been raped
• It may be the lesser of two evils…(developed by) example of effect on other 

children
This candidate gives two further reasons, but Level 4 has already been reached by 
the end of the second paragraph and so no further marks can be awarded.  8 marks
In Part (d)(i) there are two correct reasons, with the first developed:
• They should be allowed to end their suffering …(developed by) as this is a loving 

thing to do
• It prevents emotional stress
     3 marks
In Part (d)(ii) there are two correct reasons with the first developed:
• In the Bible God commanded us not to kill…(developed by) meaning we are 

committing a sin.
• Life is a gift from God so only he should end it
     3 marks

Examiner Comments

In (b) questions, starting your second reason on a separate line 
makes it easier to identify where your second reason begins.

Examiner Tip



20 GCSE Religious Studies 5RS03 01

Question 5 (a)
This question caused problems for a minority of candidates who did not answer it within the 
context of Marriage and the Family. Candidates need to be made aware that answers to Part 
(a) questions must refer to the key word within the context of the relevant section in order 
to gain any marks.

Question 5 (b) (c) (d)
This question was generally well answered by many candidates.

Responses to Part (b) showed that many candidates were well versed about the importance 
of marriage, supporting their reasons with references to the Bible and Church teachings.

Part (c) responses again showed wide knowledge about the ways in which parishes help 
to keep families together. Some candidates made the mistake of referring more generally 
to aspects of Catholic upbringing, rather than specifically to the role of the parish. Careful 
reading of the question would help to avoid this. 

Part (d) was the most successfully answered, with most candidates seemingly finding it 
easy to apply Catholic teachings in support of their reasons. A significant minority stated, 
incorrectly, that sex before marriage was adultery, clearly reading the question as sex 
'outside' marriage. Again, careful reading of the question would help to avoid this.

This question asked 'What is faithfulness?' within the context of marriage and the 
family. This response talks about commitment to something and does not imply a 
human relationship. It is therefore an incorrect answer.  No marks.

Examiner Comments
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In Part b) the candidate gives two developed reasons:
• Marriage is where you create new life ...(developed by) this is God’s plan for us
• Supports Christian values …(developed by) examples of values eg love and faithfulness
     4 marks
In Part (c) there are two developed reasons, and the response therefore reaches Level 4:
• Sunday schools help children learn values … (developed by) put children on the right 

path
• Offer relationship advice…(developed by) example
     8 marks
Part (d)(i) has three correct reasons:
• People cannot afford to get married
• God gave us freewill to have sex if we want
• The Bible is just a guideline
     3 marks
In Part (d)(ii) there are two correct reasons with one developed:
• It leads to promiscuity ...(developed by) which is a sin and morally wrong
• Sex is to create life… so should be in marriage
     3 marks

Examiner Comments

Make sure that you read the questions carefully, so that you answer what 
the question is asking you, not what you think the question is asking.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (a)
Part (a) was generally well answered, although some candidates did not gain full marks by 
not saying that they lived together as a unit.

This candidate gave the glossary 
definition.  2 marks

Examiner Comments

This response did not include 'as a 
unit' and so was only partially correct.

Examiner Comments

The easiest way to get full marks for the (a) 
questions is to learn the glossary definitions.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6 (b) (c) (d)
Most candidates were able to answer Part (b) with at least one reason and many gave very 
good answers that referred to genetic make-up, God's love, and how we are all made in 
God's image.

Part (c) proved to be the question that caused difficulty for many candidates, with few 
gaining full marks. The question asked for one issue from Section 3 (Marriage and the 
Family) and how it had been presented in one form of the media. Consequently, some 
candidates lost marks for different reasons; referring to more than one issue, referring to an 
issue from a different section, referring to more than one form of the media and this despite 
a similar question being asked in Section 4 last year. Candidates need to be made fully 
aware that if they do not read the question and therefore do not answer the question asked, 
they will lose marks.

Part (d), by contrast, was generally well answered with many candidates being able to give 
good reasons either way.
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In part (b) there is one developed reason
• It is the way someone is born…(developed by) God made them that way.
Note: The other reason given begins ‘people argue that’ and so is not the candidate’s opinion 
therefore cannot be credited. 2 marks
Part (c ) is an example of a comprehensive explanation using one way only, which therefore 
reaches Level 4
Note: The issue chosen by the candidate is 'the purposes of marriage'. The example given is 
‘Licence to Wed’ which is identifiable from the response given. The candidate does not have to 
name the example as long as it can be identified from what they have written.
The first paragraph of the response, giving the example of 'My Big Fat Greek Wedding' is about 
inter-faith marriage, which is not in this section. 8 marks
Part (d)(i) gives one developed reason:
• Divorce is more socially acceptable…(developed by) people no longer have to stay in 

loveless marriages
Note: the rest of the response is about annulment not divorce. 2 marks
Part (d)(ii) gives two correct reasons with the first developed:
• Roman Catholics still believe that you can never be divorced ...(developed by) in the eyes 

of God you are always married.
• Some people think the vows can never be broken
     2 marks
Total 14 marks

Examiner Comments

Remember that if a question asks for an issue from a 
particular section your answer must refer to that section 
and not to an issue from a different section.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (a)
7(a) was generally well answered with the glossary definition, although a number of 
candidates simply stated that it was thinking women/men are less important, which is only 
partially correct. To be fully correct the response must refer to an action eg discriminating 
against or treating badly.

Question 7 (b) (c) (d)
In Part (b) many candidates were able to provide one or two simple reasons for or against 
the government being able to prevent discrimination, but few were able to give a response 
with fully developed reasons.

Part (c) was answered with varying degrees of success. The most effective answers were 
able to give accounts of different ways that religions work to promote community cohesion, 
but many answers were too vague and struggled to get beyond Level 2. Others missed the 
point of the question and explained why, rather than how. Candidates must be reminded to 
read questions carefully, as this is a recurring problem each year, and some good answers 
score few marks because of it.

In Part (d) there was the usual confusion between religious and racial harmony. Many 
candidates put forward good reasons supporting both sides of the question, but some 
clearly found it difficult to include a reference to Roman Catholic Christianity. Candidates 
need to be aware of this when preparing for the exam.

This response is only partially correct as it says that it is a belief not an action.
1 mark

Examiner Comments
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Part (b) has one correct developed reason:
• Laws will not stop people holding prejudiced views ...(developed by) people will break the laws 

anyway
Note: The middle sentence is about freedom of speech not discrimination.  2 marks
In Part (c) there are three correct ways, with the first one developed, therefore reaching Level 4:
• By teaching everyone is equal ...(developed by) the Golden Rule
• They accept anyone into their religion
• Some give equal roles to men and women
     8 marks
Part (d)(i) has three simple reasons:
• People are working together
• The Church teaches that God created everyone in his image and everyone is equal 
• Multi-ethnic societies are becoming increasingly popular
     3 marks
Part (d)(ii) also has three simple reasons:
• Despite laws it is still going on
• Wars always going on
• You can’t force people not to be prejudiced
     3 marks. Total 16

Examiner Comments

Make sure you have read the question carefully, and in Part (c) 
questions always check whether the question is asking how or why.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (a)

Part 8(a) was answered correctly by most candidates who clearly knew the meaning of 
interfaith marriage.

Question 8 (b) (c) (d)
Part (b) was well answered by many candidates, who gave good, developed reasons both 
for and against religious people trying to convert others to their religion. It was encouraging 
to see a number of candidates making good use of Biblical teaching in support of their point 
of view, particularly with reference to the commissioning by Jesus to 'baptise all nations'.

Part (c) again saw many good answers, with well presented reasons to explain why the 
Church works to help asylum seekers and/or immigrant workers. Again, there was good 
use of Biblical references, but candidates should know that 'Love your neighbour' is not 
one of the ten Commandments, and such a basic error will not gain any marks. As in 7(c), 
there were those candidates who confused why and how. Again, this is a basic error, and 
candidates should know that if they make this mistake in the exam then they cannot go 
beyond Level 1 for their answer. They could potentially lose 6 marks for this part of the 
question.

Part (d) was generally not answered well, with many responses being vague and not 
referring to Roman Catholic Christianity.

A correct response using alternative wording. 2 marks

Examiner Comments
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In Part (b) there are two correct developed reasons:

• All religions are different paths to God ...(developed by) God would not want conflicts 
due to this

• It may result in pressure or forcing others ...(developed by) God has his doors open for 
all religions

     4 marks
In Part (c) the candidate has given three correct reasons, with one developed therefore 
reaching Level 4:
• We should love everyone
• We should help people as Jesus did ...(developed by) asylum seekers/immigrant 

workers need someone to help them
• The Catechism teaches we should love one another
Note: there are other further reasons but these cannot be credited as Level 4 has already 
been reached. 8 marks
In Part (d)(i) there are three correct reasons:
• We should all have a common vision and shared sense of belonging for all groups
• Religious people can put aside their differences
• Religious people can understand how other groups live
     3 marks
In Part (d)(ii) there are two correct reasons with the first developed:
• They have seen religious people not living in community cohesion ...(developed by) it 

leads to many conflicts
• They want to convert others
     3 marks      
Total 18 marks

Examiner Comments

In (d) questions, remember that you must refer to Roman Catholic Christianity in either 
(d)(i) or (d)(ii) to go beyond 3 marks for the whole of Part (d).
Make sure you read through your work after you have completed it to check that you have 
written what you meant to write and that you cannot add anything else to your answers. 

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Candidates should continue to link topics to their everyday lives and the society around 
them, as was seen in some interesting answers produced for this paper.

• There is a choice of two questions per section and each of these has four sub-questions. 
Candidates can either attempt the sub-questions in the top questions - odd numbers - 
or the sub-questions in the bottom question - even numbers. Candidates who choose 
questions from a mixture of the top and bottom questions will not receive marks for all 
their responses and as such are at a clear disadvantage.

• Candidates are asked to indicate which question they have answered by putting a cross 
in the appropriate box at the top of the paper. Some candidates did not do this and they 
should do this as part of examination preparation.

• The number of lines on the question paper are more than adequate for candidates to 
achieve maximum marks. There is no need for candidates to write more than this. Any 
candidate who needs extra space can use that space allocated to other questions as long 
as they clearly indicate on their paper that this is what they have done.

• A number of candidates did not complete the final section due to timing difficulties. 
Candidates should spend about twenty minutes per question, leaving ten minutes to 
check through work at the end of the paper. 

In addition, some general points can be made on how best to answer the various question 
types: 

• Maximum marks on the Part (a) questions are easily gained by learning the Edexcel 
glossary definitions and this is a constant feature throughout the paper. 

• Only the candidate's own point of view can be credited in Part (b) questions. Candidates 
should concentrate on stating their opinion and writing two separate reasons for it, each 
in a distinct paragraph. They should then develop each of the reasons with an example 
or a quotation.

• Candidates can gain the higher mark within the level in Part (c) by writing coherently as 
outlined in the Quality of Written Communication descriptor in the Mark Scheme.

• Many of the Part (d) questions produced interesting answers. However, candidates 
should ensure that they start by stating their own view and reasons for it in Part (d)
(i) and state reasons why someone might hold a different view in Part d(ii), rather than 
confusing the two halves. At least one of the reasons given in either Part d(i) or Part 
d(ii) must refer in some way to Roman Catholic Christianity to go beyond 3 marks. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx



Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828  
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE




